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	To:
	Tenants

	From:
	Property Management Office

	Date:
	April 9, 2008

	Subject:
	EPA Waste Tips


· REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF UNNECESSARY PACKAGING - When choosing between two similar products, select the one with the least unnecessary packing. Remember that wrenches, screwdrivers, nails, and other hardware are often available in loose bins. At the grocery store, consider whether it is necessary to purchase produce in prepackaged containers when they can be bought unpackaged. Consider large economy size items or purchase in bulk for frequently used products. Consider whether concentrated products are appropriate for your needs. 

· USE NATURAL CLEANERS / PRODUCTS - When appropriate, use products you already have on hand to do household chores. For example;  1) use a plunger or plumbers snake instead of a drain cleaner, 2) clean oven spills with steel wool and baking soda instead of using an oven cleaner, 3) mix 1 tbsp. vinegar or lemon juice in 1 qt. water for use as a glass cleaner, 4)  mix 1 tsp. lemon juice in 1 pt. of mineral or vegetable oil for use as a furniture polish, 5) sprinkle baking soda on dry carpets and vacuum after 15 min. instead of using a rug deodorizer, 6) wipe leaves with mild soap and water and then rinse instead of using a plant spray, 7) use cedar chips, lavender flowers, rosemary, mint, or white peppercorns instead of mothballs, and 8) Put brewer’s yeast or garlic in your pet’s food  and sprinkle fennel, rue, rosemary, or eucalyptus seeds or leaves around animal sleeping areas instead of using flea and tick products. 
· REUSE BAGS, CONTAINERS, AND OTHER ITEMS – Reusable products and containers result in less waste. Use a sturdy mug or cup and washable utensils instead of disposable ones. Use cloth napkins, sponges, or dishcloths instead of paper towels. Use rechargeable batteries.  Look for items that are available in refillable containers which can be reused. Reuse paper and plastic bags and twist ties. Reuse scrap paper and envelopes and use both sides of a piece of paper for writing notes. Save and reuse gift boxes, ribbons, and larger pieces of wrapping and tissue paper. Find other uses for old draperies, bedding, 

· clothing, towels, cotton diapers, and cut up what’s left for use as rags. Wash and reuse empty glass and plastic jars, milk jugs, coffee cans, and dairy tubs. These containers can be used to store leftovers as well as buttons, nails, and thumbtacks. An empty coffee can makes a fine flower pot. Turn used lumber into birdhouses, mailboxes, compost bins, or other woodworking projects.
· MAINTAIN & REPAIR DURABLE PRODUCTS – If maintained and repaired properly, products such as long-wearing clothing, tired, and appliances are less likely to wear out or break and will not have to be thrown out and replaced as frequently. Although durable products sometimes cost more initially, their extended life span may offset the higher cost and even save money over the long term. 
· BORROW, RENT, OR SHARE INFREQUENTLY USED ITEMS – Seldom used items, like certain power tools and party goods, often collect dust, rust, take up valuable space, and ultimately end up in the trash. Consider renting or borrowing these items the next time they’re needed. Borrowing, renting, or sharing items saves both money and natural resources.
· SELL OR DONATE GOODS INSTEAD OF THROWING THEM OUT – One person’s trash is another person’s treasure. Donate or resell items to thrift stores or other organizations in need. Donors sometime receive tax deductions or even cash. Sell secondhand items at fairs, bazaars, swap meets, and garage sales. Give hand-me-down clothes to family members, neighboring families, or the needy. 
· USE RECYCLED PRODUCTS OR RECYCLABLE CONTAINERS – Producing goods from recycled materials typically consumes less energy and conserves raw materials. Consider products made of materials that are collected for recycling locally. Look for items in packages made of recycled materials. 

· COMPOST YARD TRIMMINGS & SOME FOOD SCRAPS – Backyard composting of certain food scraps and yard trimmings can significantly reduce the amount of waste that needs to be managed or put in a landfill. When properly composted, these wastes can be turned into natural soil additives for use on lawns and gardens, and used as potting soil for house plants. Finished compost can improve soil texture, increase the ability of the soil to absorb air and water, suppress weed growth, decrease erosion, and reduce the need to apply commercial soil additives. You can also participate in a local or regional compost material collection program. If you have a yard, allow mown grass clippings to remain on the lawn to decompose and return nutrients back to the soil. 
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