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	To:
	Tenants

	From:
	Property Management Office

	Date:
	April 2, 2008

	Subject:
	EPA Pollution Prevention Tips


· PESTS – Store pesticides and other chemicals up high in a locked cabinet (to ensure kids do not mix with dangerous chemicals). Before using insect repellants on your skin or in your yard, read the label first. Outsmart and prevent pests by removing sources of food, water, and shelter before deciding to use a pesticide.

· ELECTRONICS – Buy Energy Star electronic equipment from manufacturers with take-back programs. Recycle your computers & cellphones.

· EAT – Eat fewer fatty fish, such as lake trout, or fish that feed on the bottoms of lakes and streams such as catfish and carp. These fish are more likely to contain higher levels of chemical pollutants. Eat a locally produced diet. Grow your own food or support local farmers, natural food stores and food co-ops. You’ll save money, eat quality foods, create jobs. Increase farmlands, and strengthen your community. You also reduce pollution generated by transportation and energy costs from shipping food. Buy domestically-produced, certified organic food. Organic farmers don’t use toxic chemicals, or harmful pesticides or fertilizers.

· PREVENT HARM – Do not dispose of gasoline, oil, or weed killers and other lawn and garden pesticides down the drain, into surface water, onto the ground, or in the trash. Check with your local hazardous waste collection agency for safe disposal. 
· SHOPPING PRODUCTS – Instead of harsh cleaning chemicals, use baking soda paste as a general stain remover, rub chalk on grease stains prior to washing, or apply butter or margarine to chocolate stains, let set at least 15 minutes and wash. Instead of chemical air fresheners, use herbs, set out a small dish of vanilla, or leave an open box of baking soda in the room. Buy products that contain 

recycled materials (or are in recycled packaging) as this can reduce carbon dioxide emissions. Buy in bulk when you can to avoid excess packaging. Look for refillable containers and seek out concentrated products which use far less packaging. Choose low or no-VOC paints, water-based floor sealers, and wood products from certified sustainable forests. When asked whether you want paper or plastic bags, select the type you are more likely to reuse for other purposes, such as trash can liners, newspaper recycling or future shopping.
· WATER – Think before you pour. Many hazardous products flow from household drains through sewage treatment plants and into coastal water bodies. Never dump anything down storm drains or in streams. Use fertilizers sparingly and sweep up driveways, sidewalks, and gutters. Direct downspouts away from paved surfaces; consider starting a rain garden. Vegetate bare spots in your yard and compost your yard waste. Have your septic tank pumped and system inspected regularly. Pick up after your pet. Take your car to the car wash instead of washing it in the driveway. Check your car for leaks and recycle your motor oil.
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